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Webinar Agenda

1. Latest on COVID-19 in Mecklenburg County

2. Purpose of the Toolkit

3. Overview of Toolkit Contents

4. Questions or comments: 

HealthBuzz@mecklenburgcountync.gov
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COVID-19 in Mecklenburg County

1,186
Laboratory

Confirmed Cases

29
Deaths Due to 

COVID-19

8
Known Outbreaks in

Long Term Care Facilities

Data Reported as of April 19, 2020

>19,400
Total Tested
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Lab-Confirmed COVID-19 Cases 

(per 100,000 residents) Reported 

to MCPH by Zip Code of 

Patient’s Residence 
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COVID-19 among African Americans

31%

69%

County Population

AAs Other Races

49%51%

COVID-19 Cases

AAs Other Races

52%48%

COVID-19 Deaths

AAs Other Races

Data Reported as of April 19, 2020
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Why is COVID-19 Worse for African 
Americans?
• There’s no evidence it’s due to genetic differences in 

how the virus spreads

• Higher rates and earlier onset of underlying chronic 
health conditions among African Americans

• Many African Americans work in essential jobs

• Long standing gaps in access to health care and 
other resources
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What can be done?
• Implement strategies to slow the spread of COVID-19 (e.g. 

social distancing, Stay at Home Order)

• Increase access to testing (e.g. mobile and pop-up testing in 
vulnerable communities)

• Track and monitor data to better understand disparities

• Spread key messages and up-to-date information

8



Purpose of the Toolkit
• To provide outreach materials for community partners to 

help us better inform vulnerable communities, specifically 
older African Americans, about the latest information, what 
they should be doing, and where to get help related to 
COVID-19
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What’s in the Toolkit?
• Flyers that can be printed or shared digitally 

• Infographics, digital images, and other messages for social 
media, email, blogs or websites

• Accurate talking points on COVID-19 topics
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Digital/Print Flyers
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Digital/Print Flyers
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Key Messages for Social Media

“What a day it will be when we can show off our 
Sunday’s Best! Help us get to that day sooner by 

staying home except to get groceries or 
medicines, always wash your hands for at least 
20 seconds, and practice good social distancing 
by staying at least 6 feet away from people in 

public. #STAYATHOME”
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Infographics
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Infographics

15



Infographics
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Infographics
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Infographics
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Infographics
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!
• It is critical that we spread these messages throughout our 

community

• With so much information available from various sources, 
factual, up-to-date information from trusted leaders and 
voices is essential to fighting this pandemic
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Tips for Sharing
• Ways to share:

➢ Social media, websites, emails, e-newsletters

➢ Printed materials (only if contact is already happening)

➢ Record and share audio clips or videos

➢ Live streaming events

• Be creative and use your voice but maintain the message

• Keep it short and share often
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Next Steps
• Download the Toolkit: 

https://www.mecknc.gov/news/Pages/COVID-19-Toolkit.aspx

• Content will be updated as the situation evolves

• New content will be added for other vulnerable groups and 
in Spanish

• Questions or comments: 
HealthBuzz@mecklenburgcountync.gov
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